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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CUCKFIELD 


REPORT 

OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cuckfield  Urban  District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fifth  Annual  Report  oh  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Urban  District  of  Cuckfield  and  of  the  work 
of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1938. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  10.88,  and  this  figure  when  adjusted  gives  a 
Corrected  Death  Rate  of  8.05,  as  compared  with  10.51  for  the  previous 
year  and  11.6  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is 
30.3  and  is  below  that  for  the  country  as  a whole.  No  deaths  occurred 
during  the  year  from  Typhoid  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles 
or  Whooping  Cough. 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  a slight  increase  from  that  of  the  previous  year 
and  is,  in  fact,  the  highest  for  the  last  five  years. 

During  the  year  free  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was  again 
available  for  children  from  i year  to  14  years  of  age  who  attended  or  would 
normally  attend  elementary  schools,  and  the  response  was  satisfactory. 
Although  exact  figures  were  not  available  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  is  estimated 
that  the  percentage  of  school  children  immunised  is  similar  to  that  for  the 
previous  year,  about  84  per  cent.  I am  indebted  to  the  head  teachers  for 
their  valuable  co-operation  and  help,  as  without  this  it  would  have  been 
quite  impossible  to  have  obtained  such  an  excellent  response  from  the 
parents.  During  the  present  year  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  possible  for  every 
parent  with  an  unprotected  child  to  be  visited  by  the  District  Nurse  or 
by  a special  voluntary  helper  in  order  that  the  facilities  available  may  be 
made  known.  By  this  means  and  also  through  the  co-operation  of  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  the  percentage  of  acceptances  in  the  ‘ under  fives  ' 
should  be  increased  considerably. 

Should  an  emergency  occur,  this  District  is  scheduled  to  receive  a 
large  number  of  evacuated  children  from  London,  many  of  whom  will,  no 
doubt,  be  Diphtheria  ‘ carriers,'  and  it  is  therefore  all  the  more  important 


4 


for  our  local  children  to  be  protected.  Although  the  Council’s  scheme  only 
applies  to  children  who  attend  or  will  attend  elementary  schools,  it  is  equally 
important  for  children  who  attend  or  will  attend  private  schools  to  be 
protected,  and  parents  of  such  children  should  consult  their  own  doctor 
on  this  matter. 

During  the  late  summer  5 cases  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile 
Paralysis)  occurred  in  this  District,  together  with  18  cases  in  the  Cuckfield 
Rural  District.  A report  of  the  outbreak  will  be  found  on  page  28. 

A Health  week  was  organised  during  the  month  of  May  in  conjunction 
with  the  Cuckfield  Rural  and  Burgess  Hill  Urban  Districts  and  proved  a 
distinct  success.  Health  Plays  were  given  by  school  children  in  the  evenings 
in  the  villages,  and  were  followed  by  Health  Talks.  Afternoon  meetings 
were  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  Women’s  Institutes,  the  programme 
consisting  of  health  films  or  talks.  The  senior  elementary  school  children 
also  attended  the  local  cinemas  for  a morning  session  of  showing  of  various 
health  films.  The  total  number  who  attended  the  meetings  was  4,5co,  which 
figure  in  my  opinion  justified  the  amount  of  work  involved  in  the  organisa 
tion.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  Health  Week  a Physical  Training  and  Sports 
Display  was  organised  by  the  three  Councils  in  conjunction  with  the  Central 
Council  for  Recreative  Physical  Training  and  with  the  Fitness  Committee 
for  Surrey  and  Sussex.  The  Display  was  held  in  Victoria  Park,  Haywards 
Heath,  over  1,500  performers  taking  part,  the  total  attendance  being  about 
7,000  people.  The  object  of  the  Display  was  to  show  the  range  and  variety 
of  recreative  physical  training  offered  to  all  sections  of  the  community  and 
included  such  items  as  gymnastics,  several  kinds  of  games,  athletics,  fencing, 
boxing,  archery  and  dancing.- 

Two  years  ago  a Milk  Survey  was  carried  out  with  a view  to  obtaining 
particulars  as  to  the  amount  of  liquid  milk  consumed  per  head  of  the 
population  in  this  Urban  District,  and  also  as  to  the  kind  of  milk  consumed. 
A similar  survey  was  carried  out  during  the  month  of  December,  1938, 
and  estimating  the  population  at  13,320  the  average  daily  consumption 
per  head  of  the  population  is  .71  of  a pint  as  compared  with  .69  two  years 
ago.  The  estimated  consumption  for  England  and  Wales  per  head  is  just 
over  .4  of  a pint,  so  that  the  consumption  in  this  Urban  District  is  well  above 
that  for  the  country  as  a whole.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  given 
on  page  22,  the  amount  of  loose  milk  retailed,  namely,  77  gallons,  is  8 per 
cent,  of  all  milk  retailed.  This  percentage  is  considerably  less  than  that 
of  two  years  ago.  From  the  hygienic  aspect  all  milk  should  be  sold  in 
cartons  or  bottles,  and  I trust  in  the  near  future  the  practice  of  delivering 
loose  milk  will  be  discontinued.  There  is,  of  course,  no  legislation  to  prevent 
milk  being  retailed  loose,  and  it  is  chiefly  through  the  general  public  demand- 
ing that  milk  should  be  delivered  in  cartons  or  bottles  that  the  retailers 
have  adopted  this  system.  A matter  of  ten  years  ago  the  majority  of  milk 
was  delivered  loose.  I am  pleased  to  note  that  the  delivery  in  cartons  is 
on  the  increase,  about  8 per  cent,  of  all  milk  being  retailed  in  this  way. 
The  advantage  of  cartons  is  that  the  milk  is  known  to  be  delivered  in  a 
sterile  article,  whereas  with  bottles  the  sterilisation  depends  so  much  on 
the  personal  factor  at  the  dairy. 
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I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Staynes,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his 
co-operation  in  the  administration  of  the  Health  Department,  also  for  his 
help  in  compiling  this  Report,  and  to  the  other  members  of  the  staff,  and  in 
particular  Miss  Everson,  my  Chief  Clerk.  I should  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  consideration,  support  and 
assistance  I have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

W.  B.  STOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— William  B.  Stott,  L.R.C.P.  & S.  (Edin.), 
D.P.H.  (Camb.). 

(Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Cuckfield  Rural  and  Burgess  Hill  Urban 
District  Councils  and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  East  Sussex  County 

Council) . 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector — R.  Staynes,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.S.I.,  Certified 
Meat  Inspector. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — H.  A.  Ostler,  M.S.I.A.,  Certified  Meat 
Inspector. 

Chief  Clerk — Miss  G.  L.  Everson. 

Clerk — K.  G.  Rapley. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS 


1935,  1936 

, 1937, 

1938 

1935- 

1936. 

1937- 

1938. 

Area  of  District  in  acres 

3,895 

3,895 

3,895 

3,912 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of 

year  

12,830 

13,080 

13,320 

13,600 

Rateable  Value 

£113,063 

£117,125 

£123,348 

£130,474 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...£439/15/6 

£441/7/3 

£480 

£514 

Density  of  Population  (persons  per 

acre) 

3-2 

3-4 

3-4 

3-5 

Number  of  houses 

3,336 

3,537 

3,725 

3,943 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

II.4 

12.5 

11.9 

12.13 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

12.62 

10.93 

10.51 

10.88 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

47-94 

12.27 

50.63 

30.3 

UNEMPLOYMENT 


I am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Local  Branch  Employment  Office 
of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for  the  following  particulars  relating  to 
Unemployment  during  the  year  : — 


Men. 

Women. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

January 

124 

16 

— 

2 

February 

139 

16 

5 

I 

March  ... 

106 

14 

— 

— 

April 

lOI 

13 

— 

— 

May 

98 

8 

— 

I 

June  

79 

II 

— 

— 

July  

71 

10 

— 

— 

August 

80 

8 

5 

I 

September 

91 

10 

2 

I 

October 

156 

9 

7 

2 

November 

177 

8 

2 

2 

December 

154 

13 

— 

I 

Total 

1376 

136 

21 

II 

/ 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CUCKFIELD  URBAN 

DISTRICT 


Causes  of  Death 

1.  Typhoid  Fever,  &c 

2.  Measles  

3.  Scarlet  Fever  

4.  WTiooping  Cough  

5.  Diphtheria 

6.  Influenza 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

8.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

g.  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ... 

10.  Other  Tuberculosis 

11.  Syphilis  

12.  General  Paralysis  of  Insane,  &c. 

13.  Cancer  

14.  Diabetes 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

16.  Heart  Disease 

17.  Aneurysm  

18.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases... 

19.  Bronchitis  

20.  Pneumonia  ... 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer  .. . 

23.  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

24.  Apendicitis  ... 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

26.  Other  Liver  Diseases 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  Sepsis 

30.  Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

31.  Congenital  Causes,  &c. 

32.  Senility  

33.  Suicide 

34.  Other  Violence  

35.  Other  Defined  Causes 

36.  Ill-defined  Causes 


Males  Females. 


I 


I 


3 

I 

I 

3 

4 
21 

I 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

I 


4 

3 


2 


13 

7 

20 

4 

9 

1 

2 


I 

6 

I 


3 

1 

2 
2 
5 


I 

I 

I 

13 


65 


83 


Totals  ... 


BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE,  and  ANNUAL  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 

During  the  Year  1938.  (Provisional  Figures). 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 

Births  and  Birth  Rate.  ^ 

The  following  Table  shows  the  Births  registered  for  the  year  : — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

79 

79 

. 158 

Illegitimate  ... 

I 

6 

7 

Total 

80 

85  ... 

165 

/A -43 


This  gives  a rate  of  about  per  i,ooo  population. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Total  Stillbirths  ...  - ...  i ...  i 

Legitimate ...  - ...  i ...  i 

Illegitimate  - ...  - ...  - 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate.  ^ 

The  following  table  shows  the  Deaths  registered  for  the  year  193^  : — 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

65  ...  83  ...  148 

This  gives  a mortality  rate  of  10.88  per  1,000  population. 

The  corrected  death  rate  is  8.05. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  the  examination  of  specimens  for 
Diphtheria,  Typhoid,  Tuberculosis,  &c.,  with  the  Pathological  Department, 
Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital,  Brighton.  Medical  practitioners  send 
the  specimens  direct  to  the  Laboratory  and  they  receive  the  report  by 
telephone,  a copy  of  such  report  being  sent  to  this  office. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  are  carried  out  by  the  South- 
Eastern  Agricultural  College,  Wye.  Water,  bathing  pools,  ’&c.,  are 
carried  out  by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  London. 

Laboratory  Reports. 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria. 

Positive.  Negative.  Total. 

General  Practitioners  and  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  ...  ...  ...  i ...  7 ...  8 

Isolation  Hospital  — ...  7 ...  7 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

A Motor  Ambulance  is  attached  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  removal 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease.  The  British  Red  Cross  Society  provide  an 
ambulance  for  accident  cases. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Haywards  Heath  East  Sussex  County  Council  Clinic,  Paddockhall  Road, 

Haywards  Heath,  ist,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Tuesdays. 

Lindfield  ...  The  Reading  Room,  Lewes  Road,  Lindfield.  Alternate 

Tuesdays. 


Chest  Clinic. 

Haywards  Heath  E.S.C.C.  Clinic,  Paddockhall  Road.  ist  and  3rd 

Wednesdays. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Haywards  Heath.  Oaklands,  Haywards  Heath.  As  and  when  arranged. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

Brighton  ...  Royal  Sussex  County  Men  : Mondays,  5 to  7 p.m. ; 

Hospital  Thursdays,  5.30  to  7.30  p.m. ; 

Saturdays,  2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Women  and  Children  : Tues- 
days, 5 to  7 p.m.  ; Thursdays, 

3.30  to  5.30  p.m.  ; Saturdays, 

11.30  a.m.  to  1.30  p.m. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Burgess  Hill  ...  " Windermere,”  Mill  Road. 

Eye  Refraction  Clinics. 

Brighton  . . . Sussex  Eye  Hospital. 

Haywards  Heath  King  Edward  VII.  Memorial  (Eliot)  Hospital. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

I 

(i).  Water  Supply. 

The  Clinical  Research  Association  Ltd., 

Watergate  House, 

York  Buildings, 

Adelphi, 

London,  W.C.2. 


MID-SUSSEX  JOINT  WATER  BOARD. 
CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 


Analysis  (B). 

Total  Solids  (dried  at  i8o°C)  

Combined  Chlorine 

equivalent  to  Na.  Cl 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates)  

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites) .. . 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27°C. 

Lead  or  Copper 

Temporary  Hardness  (equivalent  to  Ca  C03) 
Permanent  Hardness 
Total  Hardness 


Parts  per 

Grains  per 

100.000 

Gallon. 

16.0 

II. 2 

2.10 

...  1.47 

3-47 

...  2.43 

0.04 

0.03 

Nil. 

...  Nil. 

0.0004 

...  0.0003 

0.0008 

...  0.0006 

0.012 

0.008 

Nil. 

...  Nil. 

9-3 

...  6.5 

Nil. 

Nil. 

9-3 

...  6.5 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS. 

(1)  . — Quantitative. 

The  average  number  of  organisms,  producing  visible  colonies  on  gelatine 
plates  incubated  at  20°C  for  three  days,  is  found  to  be  4 per  c.c. 

The  average  number  of  organisms,  producing  visible  colonies  on  agar 
plates  incubated  at  37.5°C.  for  two  days,  is  found  to  be  less  than  i per  c.c. 

(2)  . — Qualitative. 

B.  Coli  not  found  in  100  c.c. 

Streptococci  not  found  in  30  c.c. 

Cl.  Welchii  (Spores)  not  found  in  100  c.c. 

The  Jesuits  show  this  water  to  be  of  excellent  quality  and  quite  satis- 
factory for  drinking  purposes. 

(Signed)  M.  CANDELET,  . 

Secretary. 


(2)  Drainage. 

The  renewal  or  repair  of  defective  drainage  systems  continues  to  make 
progress.  During  the  year  the  drainage  systems  of  73  houses  were  tested 
in  connection  with  inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  ; 12  as  a result  of 
complaints  or  unsatisfactory  conditions  discovered  when  supervising 
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builders’  works,  and  the  drains  of  2 houses  were  tested  upon  request  of 
intending  purchasers,  a sum  being  charged  for  making  the  latter  tests. 

In  all,  the  drains  of  87  premises  were  tested  and  at  80  defects  were 
found.  The  number  of  drains  tested  and  found  to  be  defective  would  appear 
very  high  but  tests  are  applied  only  where  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
defects  exist.  All  new  drains  are  subjected  to  a water  test,  soil  pipes  and 
ventilation  shafts  being  smoke  tested.  During  the  year  286  water  tests 
and  135  smoke  tests  were  applied. 

(3) .  Sewage  Disposal. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Plummer,  Surveyor  to  the  Council,  for  the  following 
particulars  relating  to  Sewage  Disposal  and  Public  Cleansing. 

There  are  three  sewage  disposal  works  serving  the  District  as  follows  : — 

Haywards  Heath. — Sewage  Works  is  situated  about  three  miles  from 
Haywards  Heath.  The  Council  have  undertaken  a comprehensive  scheme  for 
modernising  the  works  and  two  detritus  tanks,  four  Dortmund  tanks,  with 
a total  capacity  of  180,000  gallons,  and  four  65  feet  diameter  percolating 
filters  have  been  completed  and  are  now  in  operation.  The  work  of  construc- 
ting two  additional  filters,  two  humus  tanks,  and  thirty-three  sludge  drying 
beds  is  in  hand.  The  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  river  Ouse,  which 
is  fished  for  trout  and  other  fish. 

Cuckfield. — Sewage  Works  are  situated  about  |^-mile  south  of  the 
town.  The  works  were  reconstructed  about  seven  years  ago,  and  the  system 
consists  of  settling  tanks,  followed  by  treatment  on  sprinkling  filters  and 
humus  tanks.  The  effluent  then  flows  direct  to  stream. 

The  effluent  is  good.  No  complaints  have  been  received. 

Lindfield. — These  works  are  situated  to  the  north  of  the  Lewes  Road 
and  are  about  200  yards  distant  from  the  nearest  house.  They  were  re- 
constructed about  seven  years  ago.  The  system  consists  of  settling  tanks 
sprinkling  filters  and  humus  tanks.  The  effluent  is  good  and  no  complaints 
have  been  received. 

(4) .  Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  houses  with  Pail  Closets...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  converted  to  W.C’s.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

All  other  houses  (3,926)  are  provided  with  W.C’s. 

(5) .  Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  is  removed  once  weekly  from  all  the  houses  and  business  premises 
in  the  District.  Two  2-ton  “ Morris  ” lorries  and  one  3-ton  Dennis  lorry 
are  engaged  in  this  work.  The  lorries  are  provided  with  steel  sliding  covers 
to  prevent  refuse  blowing  about.  About  2,000  tons  of  refuse  are  removed 
in  a year,  the  quantity,  of  course,  being  on  the  increase  owing  to  growth  of 
population. 
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About  25  per  cent,  of  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping 
at  Lindfield  Sewage  Farm,  another  25  per  cent,  is  taken  to  Cuckfield  Sewage 
Farm,  where  it  is  screened  and  the  light  portion  burnt,  and  the  remaining 
50  per  cent,  is  disposed  of  in  Ha3^ards  Heath  by  burning  in  a i-cell  Refuse 
Destructor.  No  complaints  of  any  of  the  disposal  works  have  been  received. 

All  houses  in  the  district  are  now  provided  with  sanitary  dust  bins. 

(6).  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

{a)  Visits. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  made  in  connection 
with  the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District  during  the  year  1938. 

Housing  Acts. 

Primary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

Re-visits  and  visits  to  works  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  3386 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Primary  visits .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  236 

Re-visits  and  visits  to  works  in  progress  785 

Shops  Act,  1934  (Section  10) 

Primary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Miscellaneous. 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  and  Shops  to  inspect  meat  ...  ...  719 

re  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I95 

,,  Dairies  215 

„ Factories  41 

,,  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

,,  Bakehouses 27 

„ Other  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

,,  Rat  Infestation  ...  33^ 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Total  6512 


(&)  Notices. 

Number  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  1937  132 

Number  of  Notices  issued  during  1938  ; — 

(a)  Preliminary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3^7 

[b]  Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with  during  1938  : — 

[a)  Preliminary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  3^2 

{h)  Statutory — By  Owners  6 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  1938  ...  ...  ...  15^ 
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(c)  Works  Supervised  During  the  Year. 

Housing 

Public 

External. 

Act. 

Health 

Act. 

Total 

Eaves  Gutters  and  Downpipes  provided 

23 

— 

23 

Eaves  gutters  and  downpipes  cleared,  repaired 

or  renewed  ... 

49 

4 

53 

Chimney  stacks  rebuilt  

15 

— 

15 

Chimney  stacks  repointed  or  repaired 

19 

— 

19 

Y ards  and  footpaths  paved 

60 

8 

68 

Yards  and  footpaths  repaved 

20 

— 

20 

Yards  and  footpaths  repaired  ... 

6 

— 

6 

E.xternal  paintwork  renewed  ... 

34 

— 

34 

Dampness  Abated. 

Damp  proof  courses  inserted  in  walls 

35 

I 

36 

External  walls  rendered 

38 

2 

40 

External  walls  repointed  or  repaired  ... 

53 

— 

53 

Cavities  cleared  ... 

9 

— 

9 

Damp  proof  floors  constructed 

72 

2 

74 

Sites  concreted  ... 

65 

I 

66 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

71 

— 

71 

Walls  treated  “ Knapen  ” system 

45 

— 

45 

Internal. 

Window  frames  and  sashes  renewed  ... 

35 

3 

38- 

Y’indow  frames  and  sashes  repaired  ... 

III 

III 

Lighting  improved 

26 

— 

26 

-Natural  lighting  provided  to  staircases 

20 

— 

2D 

Handrails  provided  to  staircases 

33 

— 

35 

Stairs,  treads,  etc.,  repaired 

10 

I 

- II 

Means  of  permanent  ventilation  provided 

105 

5 

I ID 

Ventilated  foodstores  provided 

39 

4 

43 

Doors,  frames  and  sills  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

52 

5^ 

Wall  plaster  repaired  or  renewed 

60 

4 

64 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired  or  renewed 

134 

4 

138. 

Rooms  re-decorated 

220 

15 

235 

New  wooden  floors  provided 

60 

6d 

Wooden  floors  renewed  or  repaired 

— 

2 

2 

Floors  repaired  ... 

42 

— 

42 

Firegrates  and  ranges  renewed 

10 

— 

ID 

Fu  egrates  and  ranges  repaired 

21 

— 

21 

Washing  coppers  repaired  or  renewed 

24 

— 

24 

Internal  paintwork  renewed 

3 

— 

3 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply. 

Houses  redrained 

52 

15 

67 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 

28 

33 

61 

Additional  drains  connected  to  existing  system 

— 

19 

19 

Drains  cleared 

— 

18 

18 

New  soil  and  ventilation  pipes  provided 

— 

9 

Soil  and  ventilation  pipes  repaired 

6 

3 

15 


Ventilated  waste  pipes  provided 

Housing 

Act. 

Public 

Health 

Act. 

9 

Total 

9 

Cesspools  abolished  and  houses  drained  to  sewer 

— 

14 

14 

Pail  closets  abolished  and  waterclosets  provided 

— 

Sewage  disposal  plants  repaired  or  reconstructed 

— 

4 

4 

Water  Services  improved 

23 

23 

Main  water  laid  on 

7 

2 

9 

Rainwater  soakaways  provided 

7 

— 

7 

Well  made  good 

— 

I 

I 

Sanitary  Fittings. 

Additional  waterclosets  provided 

9 

9 

Defective  and  insanitary  watercloset  pans 
replaced 

42 

25 

67 

Waterclosets  abolished 

7 

— 

7 

Water  supply  and  flushing  cisterns  provided 
to  waterclosets 

14 

4 

18 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 

13 

8 

21 

Watercloset  compartments  rebuilt 

8 

— 

8 

Watercloset  compartments  repaired  or  re- 
decorated 

35 

5 

40 

Light  and  ventilation  to  watercloset  compart- 
ments 

43 

2 

45 

New  sinks  with  trapped  waste  pipes  provided... 

39 

13 

52 

Sink  and  bath  wastes  trapped 

34 

5 

39 

Sink  surrounds  cement  rendered  or  tiled 

40 

— 

40 

New  baths  provided 

9 

12 

21 

New  lavatory  basins  provided 

3 

77 

80 

Urinals  provided  or  reconstructed 

— 

3 

3 

Miscellaneous. 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided 

9 

80 

89 

Sculleries  provided 

2 

I 

3 

Accumulations  removed... 

— 

8 

8 

M'ash-houses  repaired  ... 

5 

— 

5 

Obstructive  buildings  removed 

4 

— 

4 

Rat  Infestations  abated 

— 

45 

45 

Smoke  nuisance  abated  ... 

— 

3 

3 

Verminous  rooms  disinfested  ... 

— 

2 

2 

Flooding  abated 

— 

3 

3 

Coal  stores  provided 

4 

— 

4 

Unclassified  

22 

9 

31 

The  improvements  carried  out  to  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing 
Act  indicate  defects  and  unsatisfactory  conditions  usually  encountered, 
the  eradication  of  which  should  be  reflected  in  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  occupants  of  the  houses.  It  will  be  seen  that  9 houses  were  provided 
with  baths  and  2 houses  with  sculleries,  and  though  these  figures  are  small 
they  do  prove  that  real  improvements  can  be  secured  by  personal  negotiations 
with  property  owners. 
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[d]  Complaints. 

One  hundred  and  ten  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with  during 
the  year,  this  figure  being  seven  more  than  in  1937.  Complaints  of  rat 
infestation  numbered  40,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  the  consistently  low 
level  of  such  complaints  during  the  past  three  years  (40,  35,  48),  when  it 
is  remembered  that  no  less  than  108  were  received  in  1935. 


Details  of  Complaints  Received. 

Rat  Infestation 

Defective  housing  conditions 

Offensive  Smells 

Choked  and/or  defective  drains 

Defective  sanitary  conveniences 

Keeping  of  animals  and  poultry 

Offensive  accumulations 

Flooding 

Miscellaneous  ... 


40 

10 

16 

12 

4 

6 

6 

4 

12 


(7)  Shops  and  Offices. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Eighteen  primary  visits  and  109  re-visits  to  shops  were  made  under  the 
above  Act  during  1938,  principally  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  that  facilities 
provided  to  comply  with  the  Act  were  properly  maintained. 

It  was  necessary  to  serv^e  ii  preliminary  notices  re  breaches  of  the  Act 
during  the  year  and  the  following  improvements  were  effected  : — 

Heating  apparatus  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ventilation  of  shop  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Washing  Facilities. 

Washing  facilities  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 

Premises  re-drained  ... 
Drains  cleared  or  repaired 
Miscellaneous 


3 

4 
3 


Offices. 

The  inspection  of  office  premises  was  commenced  towards  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Number  of  offices  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  improvements  effected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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{8)  Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  District  but  moveable 
dwellings  are  used  continuously  for  human  habitation  at  three  sites.  The 
question  of  these  moveable  dwellings  is  to  be  considered  by  the  Council 
during  1939. 

(9)  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  smoke  observations  were  made  during  the  year — the  District  is  a 
residential  one. 

(10)  Bathing  Pools. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  from  a Public  Bathing  Pool  and  from 
Bathing  Pools  attached  to  Schools.  All  were  reported  as  being  fit  for 
bathing  purposes. 

(11)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  Nil. 

No  special  precautions  are  taken  to  ensure  that  the  belongings  of  tenants 
are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council  Houses. 

When  necessary,  disinfestation  work  is  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  liquid  insecticides  are  used. 

No  measures  by  way  of  supervision  or  education  of  tenants  to  prevent 
infestation  or  re-infestation  after  cleansing  have  been  necessary. 

In  these  days,  when  apparently  bug  infestation  is  a major  problem  in 
many  towns  and  a worry  to  most  Public  Health  Departments,  it  is  particu- 
larly pleasing  to  record  that  no  case  of  bug  infestation  came  to  the  notice 
of  the  Department  during  the  year. 

(12)  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Serious  rat  infestation  of  premises  is  now  rarely  encountered,  and  this 
is  probably  due  to  the  early  receipt  of  complaints  from  the  public — during  the 
year  40  such  complaints  were  received.  The  Council  continue  to  offer  the 
services  of  a man  trained  in  the  laying  of  rat  baits,  a charge  being  made  to 
cover  the  cost  of  baits  used  and  the  man’s  time.  The  Council’s  Refuse  Tips 
receive  regular  attention  and  all  premises  knowm  to  have  been  rat  infested 
are  visited  during  National  Rat  Week. 

Schools. 

With  one  e.xception  all  the  Schools  are  satisfactory  from  the  point  of 
view  of  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply.  With  regard  to  the  one 
mentioned,  this  is  to  be  replaced  by  a new  school. 


i8 


HOUSING 

1.  Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . . 324 

(&)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  4,507 

(2)  {a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932...  ...  128 

[h)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  3,535 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  aU 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  30D 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  without  Service 

OF  Formal  Notices  ; — 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers 253 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  NiL 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

{a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  NiL 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  acquired  and  subsequently 

rendered  fit  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  NiL 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  6 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(&)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  NiL 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  Representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 

Dwelling  Houses  unfit  for  habitation  20 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(Note. — 2 demolished  voluntarily)  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  accepted  from  owners,  Section  ii  (3)  : 

(a)  To  render  the  house  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  4 

(b)  As  to  usage  other  than  for  human  habitation  ...  2 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  Tenements  or  Underground 

Rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  NiL 

(2)  Number  of  separate  Tenements  or  Underground 

Rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year  1938  : — 

(1)  State  aided  : 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Public  Utility  Societies,  etc NiL 

(2)  Without  State  aid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  iiS 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 


5.  Housing  Conditions  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  Houses  in  the  District 3.943 

(2)  Number  of  Working  Class  Houses  (included  in  above)  ...  2,443 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

(а)  (i.)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  5 

(ii.)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  5 

(iii.)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  17 

(б)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  • ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 
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(c)  (i).  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(ii.)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  60 

[d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

I.  MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  Samples. 

During  the  year  271  samples  of  milk  were  obtained,  179  being  submitted 
to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  at  the  Council’s  Laboratory  and  92 
being  sent  to  the  South-Eastern  Agricultural  College,  Wye,  for  examination 
for  the  presence  of  coliform  organisms  and  the  application  of  the  Methylene 
Blue  Reduction  Test.  The  results  obtained  were  as  follows  ; — 


PRODUCERS. 

Wye  Agricultural  College. 

Total  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Conforming  to  Accredited  Milk  Standard  ...  57  (87.7%) 

Not  conforming  to  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  8 

Council  Offices  (Methylene  Blue  Test  only). 

Total  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Conforming  to  Accredited  Milk  Standard  ...  61  (82.4%) 

Not  conforming  to  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  13 


RETAILERS. 

Wye  Agricultural  College. 


Total  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Conforming  to  Accredited  Milk  Standard  ...  19  (70.4%) 

Not  conforming  to  ,,  „ ,,  ...  8 

Council  Offices  (Methylene  Blue  Test  only). 

Total  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Conforming  to  Accredited  Milk  Standard  ...  90  (85.7%) 

Not  conforming  to  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  15 
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Eighteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  a biological  examination  for  the 
presence  of  tuberculosis,  and  in  one  instance  tubercle  bacilli  were  found. 
The  sample  was  from  a milk  producer  outside  the  Urban  District,  and  informa- 
tion regarding  the  result  was  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  district 
concerned. 

During  the  year  195  visits  were  made  to  the  15  Dairy  Farms  and  215  to 
the  18  Retail  Dairies  on  the  Register.  Below  are  details  of  improvements 
effected  : — 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  Register  15 

„ Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  195 

„ Milch  Cows  in  District  (approx.)  ...  ...  300 

The  veterinary  inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 
Number  of  Retailers  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

„ Inspections  215 

,,  Retail  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

„ Retailers  with  Steam  Sterilisation  Plant  ...  ...  26 

Licences  granted  for  Sale  of  Milk  under  Special  Designation. 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified) — Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Tuberculin  Tested — Dealers...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Bottling  Licence)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pasteurised  (Supplementary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Producers’  Premises. 

Coolers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Lighting  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sheds  provided  with  drinking  bowls  2 

Sheds  provided  with  new  floors,  standings  and  channels  ...  2 

Sheds  fitted  with  tubular  metal  divisions  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Unsatisfactory  water  supply  discontinued  and  main  supply  laid 

on  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Retailers  Premises. 

Steam  Sterilisation  Plants  provided  ...  ...  ...  i 

New  Dairy  erected  i 

Unsatisfactory  dairy  discontinued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Refrigerator  provided...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Premises  re-drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Walls  of  dairy  cement  rendered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Unsatisfactory  water  supply  discontinued  and  main  supply  laid 

on  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • • • • I 
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MILK  SURVEY 

MILK  RETAILED  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

Amount  in  gallons 

Type  of  Milk.  per  day. 

Ordinary  (loose)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Ordinary  (bottled)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  494 

Ordinary  (cartons)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Accredited  (bottled)  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  151 

Accredited  (cartons)  66 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  iii 

Total  ...  955 


Bulk  Supplies  (Private  Schools,  Hospitals, 

Institutions,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  225  gallons. 

Total  for  whole  District  ...  ...  ...  1,180  ,, 

Total  for  whole  District,  1936  ...  ...  ...  1,102  „ 


23 


2.  ICE  CREAM. 

Twenty-three  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  Bacteriological  Exam- 
inations. Fourteen  were  satisfactory  in  that  the  Bacterial  Counts  were  low 
and  absence  of  Coliform  Organisms.  Of  the  remainder  5 had  bacterial 
counts  over  200,000  per  c.c.  and  coliform  organisms  present,  4 had  low 
bacterial  counts  but  coliform  organisms  present.  Eight  of  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  from  locally  made  ice-cream  and  advice  was  given  as  to  the 
need  for  cleanliness  in  preparation  and  for  the  thorough  cleansing  and  sterilisa- 
tion of  all  utensils.  In  order  that  this  high  percentage  of  unsatisfactory 
samples  should  not  be  misleading,  I must  point  out  that  4 of  these  were 
from  one  source  and  were  followed  by  satisfactory  samples. 


3.  MEAT. 

{a)  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  six  slaughterhouses  on  the  Register,  5 being  licensed  annually 
and  I being  registered.  The  slaughterhouses  are  under  constant  supervision 
and  were  well  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

{b)  Meat  Inspection. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  slaughterhouses  and  butchers’  shops  for 
the  purpose  of  Meat  Inspection  was  719,  as  compared  with  963  in  1937^ 
the  number  of  carcases  examined  being  in  fewer  than  in  1937. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  the  diseased  or  unsound  food  con- 
demned : — 

Bovines. 


Tuberculosis. 


Whole  carcases  ... 

3 

Head,  tongue,  lungs  and  diaphragm  ... 

I 

Head,  tongue  and  offals... 

I 

Head,  tongue,  lungs  and  heart 

1 

Head,  tongue  and  mesentery  ... 

2 

Head  and  tongue 

6 

Lungs,  liver  and  mesentery 

I 

Lungs,  liver  and  diaphragm 

I 

Lungs,  heart  and  diaphragm  ... 

I 

Lungs  and  diaphragm  ... 

I 

Liver 

I 

Lungs 

2 

Mesentery 

3 

Other  Diseases. 

Head 

I Actinomycosis 

Liver  and  skirt 

I Abscess 
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7 Livers 


2 Diaphragms 


Calves. 

Tuberculosis. 

Lungs  and  mesentery 
Lungs 

Other  Diseases  

Pigs. 

Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  ... 

Head,  tongue  and  pluck 

Head,  tongue,  lungs,  liver  and  mesentery 

Head,  tongue,  lungs  and  heart 

Head,  tongue  and  mesentery  ... 

Head  and  tongue 
Lungs,  heart  and  mesentery 
Liver  and  mesentery 
Lungs,  liver  and  heart 
Me.senteries 

Other  Diseases. 

Whole  Carcases 
Part  hindquarters 
9 livers 

Lungs  and  heart  ... 

Lungs,  liver  and  heart 

Lungs  and  liver 
3 lungs 
2 kidneys  ... 


Sheep. 

Other  Diseases. 

Part  hindquarters 
13  livers  ... 


4 Flukes 
2 Cirrhosis 
I Abscess 
I Peritonitis 
I Abscess 


I 

I 


..  NiL 


12 

I 

I 

I 

6 

30 

I 

I 

I 

10 


I Pyaemia 
I Bruising 
8 Cirrhosis 

1 Melanosis 

4 Pleurisy  and  Peri- 
carditis 

2 Pleurisy  and  Peri- 

tonitis 
I Abscess 

3 Pleurisy 
I Cyst 

I Nephritis 


I Bruising 
12  Strongylides 
I Fatty  Infiltration 


Imported  Meat,  170  lbs. 
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MEAT 

Carcases  of  Animals  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 
(excluding 
cows) . 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  

155 

— 

264 

1039 

1128 

Number  Inspected  ... 

155 

— 

264 

1039 

1128 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis • 

. 

. 

I 

II 

— 

— 

14 

22 

7.09 

0.0 

1-34 

2.03 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

3 

— 

— 

— 

12 

21 

— 

2 

— 

52 

15-48 

0.75 



5-67 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  during  1937  and 
1938  affected  with  Tubercu- 
losis   

10.68 

25.0 

0.50 

— 

5.60 

Note. — In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  English  meat  slaughtered 
outside  the  Urban  District  was  inspected  at  Butchers’  Shops  and  was  found 


to  be  in  satisfactory  condition  : — 

Pigs.  Sheep. 

Calves. 

158  5 

4 

Other  Foods. 
Fish  34 J lbs. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Diseases 

Total. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths.. 

Scarlet  Fever 

43 

i8 

— 

Diphtheria 

I 

I 

— 

Paratyphoid 

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

8 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

I 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

5 

3 

— 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

Under  i year. 

I to  2. 

ro 

O 

N 

4- 

o 

+-> 

CO 

in 

o 

6 

H 

o 

m 

10  to  15. 

15  to  20. 

in 

CO 

0 

+-> 

0 

10 

0 

+-> 

m 

CO 

10 

VO 

0 

m 

■vt" 

65  and  over. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

II 

2 

3 

10 

6 

8 

I 

43 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

Paratyphoid  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

I 

- 

2 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

7 

- 

8 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

I 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

I 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

“ 

5 

Totals  ... 

- 

I 

- 

- 

2 

13 

5 

3 

13 

6 

19 

I 

63 

HOSPITAL  TREATMENT. 
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The  following  is  a brief  report  on  the  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis  : — 


Number  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  •...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  treated  at  other  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  treated  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Age  Incidence  : — 

Under  5 ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

5 to  14  II 

14  and  over  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  notified  in  August  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  notified  in  September  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  notified  in  October  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  notified  in  November  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  died ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  with  existing  paralysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  completely  recovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  61  per  cent,  of  the  cases  made  a complete 
recovery  within  twelve  months. 

With  regard  to  the  deaths,  both  died  from  respiratory  paralysis,  in 
one  case  before  it  was  possible  to  obtain  an  iron  lung,  and  in  the  other,  in 
spite  of  treatment  in  an  iron  lung. 


* 


DEAN’S  FARM  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 
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Average  stay  per  patient,  28.33  days. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATION 


Pulmonary. 

N on-Pulmonary . 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

January 

I 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

February 

3 

I 

- 

- 

3 

I 

March  ... 

I 

- 

- 

I 

I 

I 

April  

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

I 

May 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

June  

I 

I 

I 

- 

2 

I 

July  

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

I 

August 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

I 

September 

I 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

October 

2 

- 

2 

- 

4 

- 

November 

- 

I 

- 

I 

- 

2 

December 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

I 

Total 

9 

6 

3 

3 

12 

9 

TUBERCULOSIS— NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1938. 
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Smallpox. 

Cases  of  Smallpox  are  sent  to  the  Sedgebrook  Smallpox  Hospital 
Plumpton,  which  has  accommodation  for  ten  cases  and  is  administered  by  the 
East  Sussex  Western  Smallpox  Hospital  Committee. 

Seven  other  Sanitary  Authorities  send  their  cases  to  this  Hospital. 

Disinfection. 

Rooms  are  disinfected  by  the  use  of  a Formalin  Spray  and  vapour, 
whilst  clothing  and  bedding  is  disinfected  by  steam  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Other  Disinfections. 

For  disinfection  after  non-infectious  disease,  a charge  is  made  to  cover 
the  cost  of  materials  used  and  the  man's  time. 


FACTORIES  AND  OTHER  PREMISES 

I.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health,  including 
Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

FACTORIES  with  mechanical  power  ... 

45 

3 



FACTORIES  without  mechanical  power 

38 

8 

*OTHER  PREMISES  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building  and  engin- 
eering construction  but  not  including 
outworkers’  premises)  ... 

*Electrical  Stations  should  be  reckoned 
as  factories. 

Total 

83 

II 

— 

33 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  defects. 

No.  of 
defects 
in 

respect 

of 

Particulars. 

(I) 

Found. 

(2) 

Reme- 

died. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor. 

(4) 

which 

Prosecu- 

tions 

were 

institu- 

ted. 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i) 

10 

13 

— 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

. 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

3 

I 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S. 4) 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

'insufficient 
unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Conveniences  (S.7)  ■< 

defective 
not  separate 

7 

5 

for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937.) 

12 

II 

Total 

38 
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